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Mitigated Negative Declaration

MITIGATEINEGATIVIDECLARATION

As Lead Agency under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), thelhi County

Water District reviewed the Project described below to determine whether it could have a

significant effect on the environment because of its development. In accordance with CEQA

" OEAAI ET AO 3AAOEIT puowch O O ECIEEEAAT O AEEA
potentially substantial, adverse change in any of the physical conditionsithin the area

affected by the project, including land, air, water, minerals, flora, fauna, ambient noise, and

objects of historic or aesthetic significance.

Project Name

Delhi County Water District Water System Improvements
Project Location

The unincorporated Community of Delhiin Merced County
Project Description

The Delhi County Water District (District) proposes water system improvements that will
abandon and destroy existing private domestic wells to install approximately 3,160 feet of
water line, water service, and lateral connectionswithin 61.3 acresto approximately 76
residences in the unincorporated Community of Delhi in Merced County (Projecf)ue to the
shallow depth of the private wells and uncertain groundwater levels, abandonment of the
private existing wells for a more reliable and modern water system are necessary in order
to protect the health and safety of the Community. Residents of the Community seek to
secure a reliable water system as the diminishing groundwater supply may furtheregjrade
the quality of their drinking water. The project consists of the installation of approximately
1,310 feet of 12inch water line, 1,755 feet ofeight-inch water line, and 95 feet okix-inch
xAOAO TETA ATTTAAQGET ¢ OF Ovaikr dstdoltibrEsystein @1 OU 7 A
supply all 76 households.

The Project is divided into four tasks. The first task is composed of the water line extension
in the public right of way, the second task is the private property connection (meter to
house), the third task is well destruction, and the final task consists of general provisions
such asproject management andconstruction management. The first task is anticipated to
start in May of 20 and go throughJune of 202.

Mailing Address and Phone Number afontact Person

Leandro Maldonado
General Manager
9738 Stephens Street
Delhi, CA 95315
209-632-8777

Delhi County Water District Water System Improvements July 2020
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Mitigated Negative Declaration

Findings

As Lead Agency, théelhi County Water District finds that the Project will not have a
significant effect on the environment. The Environmental Chétist (CEQA Guidelines
Appendix G) or Initial Study (I1S) (seeSection 3- Environmental Checklis¥ identified one or
more potentially significant effects on the environment, but revisions to the Project have
been made before the release of this Mitigated dgative Declaration (MND) or mitigation
measures would be implemented that reduce all potentially significant impact® lessthan-
significant levels. The Lead Agency further finds that there is no substantial evidence that
this Project would have a signitant effect on the environment.

Mitigation Measures Included in the Project to Avoid Potentially Significant
Effects

MM BIO1: Prior to ground disturbing activities, a qualified wildlife biologist shall conduct a

biological clearance survey between 14 and30 calendar days prior to the onset of
construction. The clearance survey shall include walking transects to identify presence of

3AT *1T ANOGET EEO A& oh 3xAET Ol 1 &sttuEspesiesior signd OOET ¢
of, and sensitive natural commaities. The preconstruction survey shall be walked by no

greater than 30foot transects for 100 percent coverage of thaccessible areas of th€roject

site and the50-foot buffer. A report outlining the results of the survey shall be submitted to

the LeadAgency.

Potential kit fox dens may be excavated provided that: (1) the den has been monitorading
tracking medium placed around the derfor at least five consecutive daysis examined daily
for tracks, and is deemed unoccupied by a qualified biologis2) the excavation is conducted
by or under the direct supervision of a qualified biologist. Den monitoring and excavatioif
required, shall be conducted in accordance with theStandardized Recommendations for
Protection of the Endangered Sadoaquin Kit Fox Prior to or During Ground Disturbance
(USFWS 2011).

MM BIO-2: Prior to ground disturbance activities, or within one week of being deployed at
the Project site for newly hired workers, all construction workers at the Project site shall
attend a Worker Environmental Awareness Training and Education Program, developed and
presented by a qualified biologist.

The Worker Environmental Awareness Training and Education Program shall be presented
by a qualified biologist and shall include informationon the life history of wildlife and plant
species that may be encountered during construction activities, their legal protections, the
AAZET EQEI T 1 £ CalfoAia Addandgeied\ S8pdciesDAEESA) and Federal
Endangered Species Act (FESANeasues the Project operatormust implement to protect
species, reporting requirements, specific measures that each worker must employ to avoid
take of the species, and penalties for violation o€CESA and FESAdentification and
information regarding speciatstatus or other sensitive species with the potential to occur

Delhi County Water District Water System Improvements July 2020
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Mitigated Negative Declaration

on the Project site shall also be provided to construction personnel. The program shall
include:

1 An acknowledgement form signed by each worker indicating that environmental
training has been conpleted.

1 A copy of the training transcript and/or training video/CD, as well as a list of the
names of all personnel who attended the training and copies of the signed
acknowledgement forms shall be maintaied onsite for the duration of construction
activities.

L A N AN~ A 2 oA s o~ A 2 s oA 2 o~ o~ A N

MMBIO3:) £ AT 1 OOOOAOEIT AAOEOEOEAO AOA O1 1 AAOGO

season (February 15 through August 31), then ROOET ¢ OOOOAUO A& O OEA :

shall be conducted in accordance with the protocol outlined in th&ecommendel Timing

AT A -AOCEF ATl T CcU A O 3xAEIOCITSE0 (AxE . AOCOET C
3xAET 01160 (AxE 4AAET EAAT ! AOGEOI OU #I1 i1 EOOAA

or nesting substrates are located within 0.5 mile of the Project site, thenthose nests or

substrates must be monitored for activity on a routine and repeating basis throughout the

AOAAAET ¢ OAAOGITh TO O1OEI 3xAETOIT180 EAxXxEO 10

the nests The protocol recommends that the following vigs be made to each nest or nesting

site: one visit during January through March 20 to identify potential nest sites, three visits

during March 20through April 5, three visits during April 5through April 20, and three visits

during the period from Junel0 through July 30. A fewer number of visits may be permissible

if deemed adequate by a qualified biologist. To meet the minimum level of protection for the

species, surveys shall be completed for at least the two survey periods immediately prior to

Project-related ground disturbance activities. If Swainson's hawks are not found to nest

within the survey area, thenno further action is warranted.

) £ 3xAET OTT1T020 EAXxEO AOA &£ O1T A O 1TAOO xEOEEI
shall be avoided by0.5 milesduring the nesting period. If a construction area falls within this

0.5-mile buffer, then construction must be delayed until the young have fledged (left the

nest). This avoidance buffermay bereduced by a recommendation by agualified biologist

xEOE AZGPAOOEOA who céhwekify tholgh medddicEomitéring of nesting

activities that the Project will not result in decreased reproductive potential of the nesting

pair of hawks, orthrough consultation with the CDFW In no case shalthe no-disturbance

areabe reducedto less than 500 feetlf the no-disturbance area is reduced below 0.5 miles,

a qualified biologist must conduct construction monitoring on a daily basis, inspect the nest

on adaily basis, and ensure that construction activities do not disrupt breeding behaviors.

MM BIO4: If construction is planned outside the nesting period for raptors and migratory
birds, no mitigation shall be required. If construction is planned during tk nesting season
for migratory birds and raptors (February 15 to August 31), a preconstruction survey to
identify active bird nests shall be conducted by a qualified biologist to evaluate the site and
a 250-foot buffer for migratory birds and a 500foot buffer for raptors. If nesting birds are
identified during the survey, active raptor nests shall be avoided by 500 feet and all other
migratory bird nests shall be avoided by 250 feet. Avoidance buffers may be reduced if a
gualified onsite monitor determinesthat encroachment into the buffer areavould not affect

Delhi County Water District Water System Improvements July 2020
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Mitigated Negative Declaration

nest building, the rearing of young, or otherwise affecting the breeding behaviors of the
resident birds. If no-disturbance buffer areas are reduced, qualified biologist must conduct
construction monitoring on a daily basis, inspect neston a daily basis, and ensure that
construction activities do not disrupt breeding behaviors.Once the migratory birds or
raptors have completed nesting and young have fledggteft the nest), disturbance buffers
will no longer be needed and can be removed, and monitoring can ceaBecause nesting
birds can establish new nests or produce a second or even third clutch at any time during
the nesting season, nesting bird surveys shall be repeated every 30 days as cargton
activities are occurring throughout the nesting season.

MM BIO-5: During all construction-related activities, the followingmeasuresshall apply:

a. All food-related trash items such as wrappers, cans, bottles, and food scraps shall be
disposed of in securely closed containers and removed at least once a week from the
construction or Project site.

b. Construction-related vehicle traffic shall be restricted to established roads and
predetermined ingress and egress corridors, staging, and gang areas. Vehicle speeds
should not exceed 20 miles per hour (mph) within the Project site.

c. To prevent inadvertent entrapment of kit fox or other animals during construction, the
contractor shall cover all excavated, steepvalled holes or trenches morehan two feet
deep at the close of each workday with plywood or similar materials. If holes or trenches
cannot be covered, one or more escape ramps constructed of earthen fill or wooden
planks shall be installed in the trench. Before such holes or trenchese filled, the
contractor shall thoroughly inspect them for entrapped animals. All construction
related pipes, culverts, or similar structures with a diameter of fowinches or greater
that are stored on the Project site shall be thoroughly inspected favildlife before the
pipe is subsequently buried, capped, or otherwise used or moved in anyway. If at any
time an entrapped or injured kit fox is discovered, work in the immediate area shall be
temporarily halted and USFWS and CDFW shall be consulted.

d. Kit foxes are attracted to derike structures such as pipes and may enter stored pipes
and become trapped or injured. All construction pipes, culverts, or similar structures
with a diameter of four-inches or greater that are stored at a construction site foone
or more overnight periods shall be thoroughly inspected for kit foxes before the pipe is
subsequently buried, capped, or otherwise used or moved in any way. If a kit fox is
discovered inside a pipe, that section of pipe shall not be moved until the USBE and
CDFW has been consulted. If necessary, and under the direct supervision of the
biologist, the pipe may be moved only once to remove it from the path of construction
activity, until the fox has escaped.

e. Use of anticoagulant rodenticides and herbici@és in Project areas shall be restricted.
This is necessary to prevent primary or secondary poisoning of kit foxes and the
depletion of prey populations on which they depend. All uses of such compounds shall
observe label and other restrictions mandated byhe U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, California Department of Food and Agriculture, and other State afeberal
legislation, as well as additional Projectelated restrictions deemed necessary by the

Delhi County Water District Water System Improvements July 2020
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Mitigated Negative Declaratim

USFWS and CDFW. If rodent control must be conducteginc phosphide shall be used
because of the proven lower risk to kit foxes.

f. A representative shall be appointed by the Project proponent who will be the contact
source for any employee or contractor who might inadvertently kill or injure a kit fox
or who finds a dead, injured or entrapped kit fox. The representative shall be identified
during the employee education program and their name and telephone number shall be
provided to the USFWS.

g. The Sacramento Fish and Wildlife Office of USFWS and CDFW shaildtiéed in writing
within three working days of the accidental death or injury to a San Joaquin kit fox
during Project-related activities. Notification must include the date, time, and location
of the incident or of the finding of a dead or injured animband any other pertinent
information. The USFWS contact is the Chief of the Division of Endangered Species, at
the addresses and telephone numbers below. The CDFW contact can be reached at
(559) 243-4014 and R4ACESA@wildlifeca.gov.

h. All sightings of the SanJoaquin kit fox shall be reported to the California Natural
Diversity Database (CNDDB). A copy of the reporting form and a topographic map
clearly marked with the location of where the kit fox was observed shall also be
provided to the Service at the addess below.

i. Any Projectrelated information required by the USFWS or questions concerning the
above conditions, or their implementation may be directed in writing to the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service at: Endangered Species Division, 2800 Cottage Way, SWit2605,
Sacramento, California 958251846, phone (916) 4146620 or (916) 414-6600.

MM CUL1: If prehistoric or historic-era cultural materials are encountered during
construction activities, all work in the immediate vicinity of the find shall halt until a
gualified archaeologist can evaluate the find and make recommendations. Cultural resource
materials may include prehistoric resources such as flaked and ground stone tools and
debris, shell, bone, ceramics, and firaffected rock as well as historic resources such as glass,
metal, wood, brick, or structural remnants. If the qualified archaeologist determinedat the
discovery represents a potentially significant cultural resource, additional investigations
may be required to mitigate adverse impacts from Project implementation. These additional
studies may include avoidance, testing, and evaluation or data eery excavation.
Implementation of the mitigation measure below would ensure that the proposed Project
would not cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource.
Therefore, the Project would have a lesthan-significant impact with incorporation of
mitigation measures.

MM CUL:2: If human remains are discovered during construction or operational activities,
further excavation or disturbance shall be prohibited pursuant to Section 7050.5 of the
California Health and Safety Cael The specific protocol, guidelines, and channels of
communication outlined by the Native American Heritage Commission, in accordance with
Section7050.5 of the Health and Safety Code, Section 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code
(Chapter 1492, Statutes ©1982, Senate Bill 297), and Senate Bill 447 (Chapter 44, Statutes
of 1987), shall be followed. Section 7050.5(c) shall guide the potential Native American

Delhi County Water District Water System Improvements July 2020
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Mitigated Negative Declaration

involvement, in the event of discovery of human remains, at the direction of thielerced
County Coroner.

MM GEGQGL1: If any paleontological resources are encounterediuring ground disturbance
activities, all work within 25 feet of the find shall halt until a qualified paleontologist as
defined by the Society of Vertebrate Paleontology Standard Procedures the Assessment
and Mitigation of Adverse Impacts to Paleontological Resources (2010), can evaluate the find
and make recommendations regarding treatment. Paleontological resource materials may
include resources such as fossils, plant impressions, or amal tracks preserved in rock. The
gualified paleontologist shall contact theNatural History Museum of Los Angeles Countyr
other appropriate facility regarding any discoveries of paleontological resources.

If the qualified paleontologist determines thatthe discovery represents a potentially
significant paleontological resource, additional investigations and fossil recovery may be
required to mitigate adverse impacts fromproject implementation. If avoidance is not
feasible, the paleontological resourcesshall be evaluated for their significance. If the
resources are not significant, avoidance is not necessary. If the resources are significant, they
shall be avoided to ensure no adverse effects, or such effects must be mitigated. Construction
in that areashall not resume until the resource appropriate measures are recommended or
the materials are determined to be less than significant. If the resource is significant and
fossil recovery is the identified form of treatment, then the fossil shall be depositeith an
accredited and permanent scientific institution. Copies of all correspondence and reports
shall be submitted to theLead Agency

MM HAZ1: An encroachment permit, approved by the County Department of Public Works, N
xEll AA OANOEOAA O AOO OOAT AEAO ET OEA #1010
permit, a traffic control plan will be submitted to the County Public Works Department.

MM HYD1: Prior to construction, the District shall submit an approved copy of: (1) the
approved Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) and (2) the Notice of Intent
(NOI) to comply with the General National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System fDES)
from the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board. The requirements of the
SWPPP and NPDES shall be incorporated into design specifications and construction
contracts. Recommended BMPs for the construction phase may include the following:

Disposing of demolition debris andstockpiling soil properly to prevent erosion;
Protecting existing storm drain inlets and stabilizing disturbed areas;
Implementing erosion controls;

Properly managing construction materials; and

Managing waste, aggressiwg controlling litter, and implementing sediment controls.

= =4 =4 -8 9
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Introduction

SECTION 1INTRODUCTION

1.1 - Overview

The Delhi County Water District proposes water system improvements that will abandon
and destroy existing private domestic wells to install approximately 3,160 feet of water line,
water service, and lateral connections to approximately6 residences in theunincorporated
Community of Delhi in Merced County.

1.2 - California Environmental Quality Act

The Delhi County Water Districtis the Lead Agency for this Project pursuant to the CEQA
Guidelines (Public Resources Code Section 15000 et seq.). The EnvironmentaedRlist
(CEQA Guidelines Appendix G) or Initial Study (IS) (seSection 3z Initial Studly) provides
analysis that examines the potential environmental effects of the construction and operation
of the Project. Section 15063 of the CEQA Guidelines requithe Lead Agency to prepare an
IS to determine whether a discretionary project will have a significant effect on the
environment. A Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) is appropriate when an IS has been
prepared and a determination can be made that no sigiicant environmental effects will
occur because revisions to the Project have been made or mitigation measures will be
implemented that reduce all potentially significant impacts to lesghan-significant levels.
The content of a MND is the same as a Netjae Declaration, with the addition of identified
mitigation measures and a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) (see
Appendix Az Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program).

Based on the IS, the Lead Agency has determined that the enviroemtal review for the
proposed application can be completed with a MND.

1.3 - Impact Terminology

The following terminology is used to describe the level of significance of impacts.

7 | EETAET C T £ Ol EIi PAAOG EO ADPDPOGDO&@OEAOA
would not affect a topic area in any way.

72 T EIi PAAO EO Ai1 OEAAOAA O1I AOGO OEAT OECIE
would cause no substantial adverse change to the environment and requires no
mitigation.

72 1T EI DAAO EO Al 1 OERARMDRAA OEBBOI BEGACAOEICT EE

analysis concludes that it would cause no substantial adverse change to the
environment with the inclusion of environmental commitments that have been
agreed to by the applicant.

74 1T EIi PAAO EO AAT DBADBGRAREGZEAARDOEEALA OEA A
could have a substantial adverse effect on the environment.

Delhi County Water District Water System Improvements July 2020
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Introduction

The content and format of this IS/MND is designed to meet the requirements of CEQA. The
report contains the following sections:

E

Z
E

Section 1 g Introduction: This section provides an overview of CEQA
requirements, intended uses of the IS/MND, document organization, and a list of
regulations that have been incorporated by reference.

Section Z Project Description. This section describes the Project angrrovides
AAOGA 11 OEA OEOAGO 11T AAOQEIT 8

Section 3z Environmental Checklist.This section contains the evaluation of21
different environmental resource factors contained in Appendix G of the CEQA
Guidelines. Each environmental resource factor is analyzéo determine whether
the proposed Project would have an impact. One of four findings is made which
include: no impact, lesgthan-significant impact, less than significant with
mitigation, or significant and unavoidable. If the evaluation results in a findig of
significant and unavoidable for any of th&1 environmental resource factors, then
an Environmental Impact Report will be required.

Section4 7 List of Preparers.This sectionidentifies the individuals who prepared
the IS/MND.

Section5 gz Bibliography: This section contains a full list of references that were
used in the preparation of this IS/MND.

Appendix Az Air Quality & Greenhouse Gas Impact Assessment
Appendix Bg Cultural Report

Appendix Cg Traffic Memorandum

1.4 - Incorporated byReference

The following documents and/or regulations are incorporated into this IS/MND by

reference:

1 2006 Delhi Community Plan
1 2012 Merced County General Plan Draft Environmental Impact Report
1 2013 Merced County General Plan

Delhi County Water District Water System Improvements July 2020
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Project Description

SECTION 2PROJECDESCRIPTION

2.1 - Introduction

The Delhi County Water Districpproposesto makeE | B OT OAT AT OO O OEA #1101
system. Figure 21 is a map of the regional location of the Project.

2.2 - Project Location
The unincorporated Community of Delhi in Merced County.

2.3 - Surrounding Land Uses

Delhi is predominantly a residential unincorporated community surrounded by agricultural
useswith State Highway 99 bisecting the Community.

2.4 - Proposed Project

The Delhi County Water District (District) proposesto annex two neighborhoods that are
presently outside the District boundary and on independent domestic groundwater systems,
to abandon and destroythe existing private domestic wells andto install approximately
3,160 feet of water line, water service, and lateral connections to approximaiel76
residenceson 61.3 acresin the unincorporated Community of Delhi in Merced County
(Project). The Delhi CWD provides municipal water services to the majority of the Delhi
Community Plan Area. This water is supplied by groundwater wells. Water is pumgge
chlorinated, and conveyed through a pressurized water system. The wells owned and
I DAOAOGAA AU OEA $EOOOEAO I AAO OEA #Al E&E Ol EA ¢
pounds per square inch and the overall water quality of the wells meet State @ainia Title

22 requirements (Community of Delhi, 2006) The proposed Projecivould be providing safe,
reliable water to the two neighborhoods that are not a part of the Community, bringing them
up to standard.

The 76 residences are located withinthe two neighborhoods. One neighborhood along
Letteau Avenue and Flower Street condis of 40 homes and the other neighborhood along
Corner Street and August Avenue consists 086 homes. Residents of these two
neighborhoods have requestd assistance to help alleviate the drought related issues they
are experiencing. Due to the shallow deptof the private wells and uncertain groundwater
levels, abandonment of the private existing wells for a more reliable and modern water
system are necessary in order to protect the health and safety of the Community. Residents
of the Community seek to seae a reliable water system as the diminishing groundwater
supply may further degrade the quality of their drinking water.

The Project consists of the installation of approximately 1,310 feet of 1-2hch water line,
1,755 feet ofeight-inch water line, and95 feet ofsix-inch water line connecting to the Delhi

s £z A X 2 0~ A = e s L A SN L oA AN AL 2w A
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Regional Location Map
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Project Description

be within 20 feet of either side of the street with a trench that will be three feet to five feet
deep, and three feet to five feet wide. Potential staging areas include the Delhi County Water
District Wastewater Treatment Plant and the Delhi High Schodhdditionally, the Project will
include isolation gate valves, a tapping sleevand valve, water service to each lot, lateral
connections, and well abandonments. The Project area as well as the Project area with
staging sites can be foundn Figure 2-2 and 23. Figures 2-4 and 2-5 show the new
connections that will be established with implementation of the Project.

The Project is divided into four tasksor phases The first task isannexation of the
neighborhoods to the District; the second is constructiomf the water line extension in the
public right of way; the third task is the private property connection (meter to house) and
the fourth task is well destruction.

2.4.1 - CONSTRUCTION

The first task is anticipated tostart in Septemberof 2020 and go through June of 202Z’he
required vehicles and equipment that are anticipated for these construction activities
include:

Forklifts
Tractors/Loaders/Backhoes
Concrete/Industrial Saws
Excavators

Plate compactors
Bulldozers

Loaders

Signal Boarc

Air Compressors Cement and Mortar Mers
Cranes

Generator Sets

Welders

Pavers

Rollers

=4 =42 -48-5_-5_-95_40_42_4_2._-2°9._--59_-2-

During construction at the proposed Project site, constructiofrelated trucks would be
present. However, these trucks would be traveling along the existing, local roadways and
would not interfere with access surrounding the siteThe construction phases wald include
workers such as laborers, craftsmen, supervisory personnel, support personnel, and
construction management personnel.
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